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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE BISHOP 
JOHN BAPTIST KAKUBI

On February12th 2016, the body of 
Late Bishop John Baptist Kakubi spent a few minutes in 
our Chapel and we had a moment of prayer around him. 
The following was the eulogy given:
“…Our Father and Bishop your life was an example for 
us in following Jesus. For you to be united to Christ was 
more important than anything else. We witnessed it, we 
could see it during your many retreats and recollections 
at our Monastery.  You also recognized God’s presence 
in every event. You used to say, “In life there are no 
coincidences but the providence of God.” You always 
encouraged us to have the same passion for Christ, 
especially adoring Him in the Blessed Sacrament.
As a shepherd you nourished us spiritually, making sure 
we would never miss the Eucharist. You once travelled 
very early in the morning from Kitabi to replace the 
Chaplain who was away on retreat!
Through your canonical visitations you encouraged 
and advised us especially when the community was very 
young. You cherished us as a community but you also 
knew and cared for each one of us individually. 
You understood our contemplative life so well, 
insisting on prayer, silence and enclosure. “Be steeped 
in the spirit of St. Clare,” you would say.  We shall
always be grateful.
You were a vigilant Shepherd, protecting and defending 
us from danger. 
We shall never forget that night when you came to 
deliver us from the threats of soldiers during the war, 

risking your own life.
Your love and 
devotion towards the 
Blessed Mother Mary 
which you spread in the 
whole Diocese and 
beyond was rewarded and 

called back to the Lord on 
Her feast day, the feast of our Lady of Lourdes. 

Sacred Heart, we await to be reunited with you into 
eternity.”
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Mother Abbess and All Poor Clare Sisters,It is with great 
pleasure and joy that I send this congratulatory message 
to you on behalf of the lay faithful of the Archdiocese of 
Mbarara, and, indeed, on my own behalf.
A jubilee is a time to give thanks to the Lord. It is a time 

so much to be grateful about for the gift of the Poor Clares 
for the last 50 years in Mbarara. You mean so much to us. 
My deepest congratulations and best wishes.
Before writing this message I decided to do some more 
reading about St. Clare. Three words summarise all that I 
read: Prayer, Simplicity, and Joy; and this is exactly what 
comes to my mind at the mention of the Poor Clare 
Sisters.
We are eternally grateful to God, and to you, dear 
Sisters for choosing this vocation. You surround us with 
your prayers. You give us a powerful example of a life full 
of love for Christ, the Church and  humanity. The World is 
a better place because of you.
Blessed are You, O God, for having created the Poor Clare 
Sisters.

Gervase Ndyanabo

Chairman Laity Council, Archdiocese of Mbarara
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